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Once again I am glad to be able to report on a successful year in our aim to support the Matthew Rusike Children’s Home, with direct funds for their care of the children in residence at the home in Epworth and, in a more limited way, the children in the community projects around the country, totalling around 7,000 children. 


As always, we are in direct contact with the Home and receive firsthand news about the situation there. We are very fortunate that we continue to receive reports from Barry Barnes who visits the Home and outreach projects twice each year and he meets Astonishment Mapurisa, the National Director of Childcare in Zimbabwe, on his other regular visits to conferences in South Africa. These contacts will continue at least until the end of 2012.


During 2010, a young lady, Shelley Cooling, who is a trained teacher of early years children, with experience of training adults in this field, put herself forward as a volunteer to go to the Home for an extended period. This developed into being accepted by the Methodist Church in Britain as a Mission Partner, for a minimum of 3 years, and she started her training early in 2011. From our point of view this will give us another direct contact and more first hand information on a regular basis.


Astonishment has developed a programme of training for Shelley to give to his staff and the volunteers in the outreach projects concentrating in particular on early years care and caring for children who have experienced trauma.


The outreach projects are centres where local elderly volunteers care for pre school children and try to educate those children whose parents can’t afford to buy uniforms and shoes or to send them to school.  They also enable school age children who are the main carers of siblings to go to school.


Some problems arose in the summer when funds were not sufficient for senior staff at the home to receive a regular salary. Once again life became very hard for the staff but the care continued for the children and in spite of these problems they were fed, clothed and educated as well as possible.


By the end of the year we heard that the crèche roof had been completed with some difficulties, so the worry about damage when the





rains came was averted, but that completion of the plumbing and electricity would probably be on hold until more funds could be raised.


2010 saw several visits to the home by members of Friends of MRCH. An executive member went in April, new friends joined and visited in August and Shelley had a preliminary visit in November. All these people brought back news and photographs which helped to revive support and interest in the UK. We also heard that 2 members of World Church Relations office had visited the Home and been very impressed by the hard work of the staff and the development of the new farming project on site which is being developed to help the home become more independent in food production. They had applied for a one off grant from the Methodist Church of £5,000 towards this project


Water and electricity connections are still erratic but everyone was very impressed by the lovely warm atmosphere, the staff’s care and concern for the children, the children’s cheerful spirit and the God centred life at the home.


Our support base continues to grow in the UK and several church groups and circuits have promised a year long support for the Home. More people have arranged standing orders which give us a regular income and many more have joined the Gift Aid scheme.


We are hoping that a Friends group may start in Australia since Astonishment visited there last summer. He was warmly welcomed and had a very busy itinerary visiting and talking to various groups, mainly attached to the Uniting Church of Australia. We sent advice, at their request, for setting up another friends group with support from a Qantas Cabin Crew member and an ex volunteer at the home.


Fund Raising included making jewellery to sell, doing small DIY jobs to raise more funds for the Home, Garden parties, Choir, etc. We continue to sell Christmas cards each year, over 10,000 in 2010, and these act as publicity as well as raising funds.


A school in Bedford had organised 19 boxes of school books for the home and the shipment costs were generously paid for by Ms Sharon Gwati, a Zimbabwean returning home from the UK.


The outlook for the childcare in Zimbabwe for the coming year continues challenging with a constant need for financial support.  Our work, with your continuing support, will remain vital to the existence of the Home.
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