[image: image1.jpg]From the National Director.

We thank God for the year
2010. We are even prais-
ing Him for 2011 as we
become active participants
in further developments
taking place at MRCH.
Some of the major high-
lights over the past year
have been the consolida-
tion of our successful tran-
sition from dormitory set
up to small-group living
facilities.

MRCH has also managed
to set up designated Com-
munity Resource centres in
Matebeleland region. An-
other one is under con-
struction at Donga, Shu-
rugwi in the Gweru district.
Communities are effec-
tively using these centres
for psychosocial support
activities and they are ef-

Ladies Under

Most of MRCH local volun-
teers are Methodist Church
women who operate under
sheds of trees. Some look
old and others young, but,
they have two things in
common; dedication and
dynamism.

Initially some of the chil-
dren struggle to smile and
some have never been
cuddled. It is sad to note
that some children exhibit
fear of adults. If you visit
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fective launch pads for
childcare programmes in
the districts.

We are now in the process
of consolidating our out-
reach project through so-
cial conversion of MCZ
church buildings into chil-
dren’s resource centres
during weekdays. With the
help of volunteer caregiv-
ers in the various commu-
nities, orphaned and vul-
nerable children are enjoy-
ing psychosocial activities
at church sites.

MRCH is gifted with dedi-
cated staff most of whom
are highly qualified in the
fields of education, social
work, sociology, psychol-
ogy, journalism, nursing,
childcare and accounting.
This is also reflected in the

the Tree

the meeting under the tree
in its formative you will not
contemplate going back.

The ladies under the tree
are very patient and very
lovingly magnetic. They
have given up all their time
to playing stimulating,
problem-solving and many
other social games with
children. They also prepare
irresistible and simple
meals which they share
with children under the

highly competent
Board of Governors.
Very soon a volunteer
from the British % -
Methodist Church will & %
be stationed at :
MRCH to comple-
ment our Early Learn-
ing Development. ;
MRCH enjoys effective
partnerships with local
and international individu-
als and agencies.

We are also encouraged by
the reassuring visits from
our partners in the Uniting
World, Uniting Church of
Australia, Action for Chil-
dren and the British Meth-
odist Church. The MCZ has
approved amendments to
MRCH constitution, effec-
tively elevating it to organi-
zation status.

tree. This consolidates
their oneness and in a mat-
ter of weeks you see chil-
dren playing “home from
home”. The Methodist
Church has become home
to children who have lost
their homes and has pro-
vided parents to those who
have lost theirs.

Thanks to the tree for prov-
ing shed to those who
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To the memory of ‘Shamie”

We could hardly believe it when
u finally left us. We abways
thought you'd get better!! We
cherish all the good memories
that we made together. May

your soul rest in eternal peace.

Chishamiso Muzunze was a
caregiver for MRCH since 1994
and sadly passed away on the
4th of February.
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Busy Bees!!!!
Children in their
Grade zero class.

Thank you
Quantag,
FoMRCH and
Cliengetayi for
the development

of the €eD.

Farly Learning Centre.

MRCH Early Learning

In 2008, MRCH with the
support of its partners
stepped out in faith to ex-
tend the pre school to in-
clude a computer room, a
separate dining room,
storerooms as well as 2
classrooms for the chil-
dren. The facility will also
serve as a Therapeutic
centre given that most
children in the care of
MRCH have been through

traumatic experiences be-
fore finding a home here.

Although the structure is
not yet complete, the
MRCH family is excited
about the developments
taking place at this centre.
Chengetayi Mahomva sup-
ported the completion of
one classroom including
furniture. Audiney and his
grade zero tiny tots are

Centre

already using their class
(see pictures). Thanx Chen-
getayilll

And everyone, especially
Audiney, Hilda and Mai B
are looking forward to the
coming on board of Shelley
Cooling an Early Learning
Development specialist
who is going to be volun-
teering at the Home for the
next 3years!i!!
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My placement at MRCH
was a great experience
that will forever be in-
grained in my mind. | really
had a wonderful time with
the staff and the children
under the residential care
as well as the Community
based care programmes.
They made it easy for me
to digest to a new set up.
The Home provides a holis-
tic approach towards the
welfare of children which
encompasses their emo-
tional, mental, spiritual and
physical development. The
children have been and are

continually being empow-
ered through education,
vocational skills training,
health and moral upbring-
ing in a Christian environ-
ment. Some children who
excel in their studies even
get the opportunity to go to
university. Those who are
not academically gifted
also are afforded the op-
portunity for vocational
skills training in areas of
motor mechanics, dress-
making and hairdressing.

What touched me the most
is the initiative that was
taken by MRCH to estab-

lish community outreach
programmes. A lot of chil-
dren who would have oth-
erwise been doomed for
life have something to
wake up for everyday as a
result of the support they
receive from MRCH.

For me this placement was
very educative and insight-
ful as far as childcare is-

sues are concerned. Thank

Weston Mudimu is a 4th year Social
Work student from the University of
Zim and was doing his field work at
MRCH from December 2010 t0 11
March 2011.

A day at Zengeza 4 Community Resource (Centre

Every day 58 year old Ella
Mabasha works up at
5.30am to prepare for
“work”. She does her
household chores and by
8.0 clock, Ella and nine
other dedicated women sit
under the tree at Zengeza
4 Methodist Church and
start preparing for the chil-
dren to come.

Ella is a volunteer for the
Matthew Rusike Children’s
Home Community Based

Into Community Resource
Centres for the benefit of
less privileged children.

Other societies running
effective centres are Nyat-
sime and Jonasi. MRCH is
continuing with training of
caregivers as we roll out
the Community Based
Orphan Care programme.

Orphan Care Programme
and coordinates the activi-
ties at this centre. The cen-
tre has an average of 50
children benefitting from
psycho social support pro-
grammes like counseling ,
guided play, hygiene
checks, supervision of
homework and supplemen-
tary feeding.

As a response to the ever
increasing number of or-
phaned and vulnerable

children in Zimbabwe,
MRCH began to establish
Community Resource Cen-
tres across the country. In
March 2010, one such
centre was officially
opened in Mzinyathi and
another one is under con-
struction at Donga in
Gweru. Realizing that the
two centres were not
enough, the Methodist
Church in Zimbabwe gave
MRCH the permission to
convert church buildings
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MRECH is

assisting over
7000 children in
different
communities
acrogg the country
in itgs CBC

Programme!

Cathy Pereira of the Uniting Worid,
Australia, enjoys games at one of the

centres

Some of the children that have gone
back to school as a result of support
they receive at an MRCH community
Resource Centre.
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P.O Box H99 Hatfield Harare
Zimbabwe

Physical address: Lot 2 Epworth Mission
Epworth

Callus on +263 772 416 2214

Email us at matthew_rusike@yahoo.co.uk

Check out our website at www.
matthewrusike.co.zw

The Matthew Rusike Children’s Home Childcare initiative was influ-
enced by the work of the late Rev. Matthew Jacha Rusike who worked
tirelessly for the benefit of the less privileged children. Rev. Rusike
helped the church to establish a residential care facility for orphaned
and vulnerable children in Epworth, 15km east of Harare in 1960.

The facility was registered in the year 1968, as the African Children’s
Home in terms of the Welfare Organizations Act (W/0O 463/68). It was
essentially providing residential care facilities for orphaned and vul-
nerable children. Currently the home operates a multifaceted pro-
gramme that combines residential care and community based orphan
care initiatives in response to the growing number of children in need

of care.

The pictures below reflect some of the activities that take place at MRCH which include guided play and extra curriculum activities
like computers for the children in the residential care units and those under the CBC programme at Community Resource Centres. .





