Two lovely poems sent to us by children at MRCH, we are encouraging them to keep showing us their writing skills
Education  

Education Education

Education is the key to success

No one can be a teacher without education

No one can be a pastor without education

So boys and girls, education is important for you

And for my country Zimbabwe

                      Blessing C aged 11
The first tooth

Everyone in the house is happy,

Just because the baby

Has a tiny tooth to show!

I have got a double row,

All as white and all as small,

But no one cares for mine at all.

The baby cannot say a full word,

Yet that single sound is prefered

To all the words I can say

[image: image4.wmf]In the longest summer day.

                     Martha S aged 13
David’s half marathon
Under the heading “Treasurer does a runner” David said, “This is a considerable personal challenge as, until Christmas, I had never run further than the bus. I completed the Bedgebury Forest half marathon trailblazer in 2 hours and 6 minutes - a result I was very pleased with!
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Many thanks to everyone who has sponsored me, and if anyone would  like to, there is still time.”  £722.00 including gift aid is raised so far 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidGraaff
Contacts
Chair: Carol Banham
carol2021@banham.net  
Secretary: John Richer
jricher51@gmail.com  
Treasurer: David Graaff

The White Cottage

1 Grange hill

London  SE25 6SX

david@graaff.co.uk 
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NEWS FROM THE HOME 
Well to begin with, my gratitude to the Friends for their kind support to the Home. You may be interested to know that your last disbursement got here just in time to purchase hearing aids for a young girl called N. She needed hearing aids in both ears and the total cost was US$ 1,400.00. You should have seen the smile on her face when she got them, now she can hear better and can interact well with the other children.

Thank you for publicising the needs of R and J in your last newsletter. They are exceptional students - and I’m relieved that they have found sponsorship. Two full years of guaranteed education! This is certainly good news to us and particularly for the children 
concerned. We will provide updates on their progress in school.
“I confirm that I am willing to sponsor both boys through their two years of A levels including paying for school uniform, stationery and exam fees”
                          FoMRCH Member
J has a brother, K, whom we have assisted from High school. He is now studying Accounting and is one of the students that we support at University. Another child, L, also secured a place at Midlands State University to study Mining and is expected to start school at the beginning of August. Again no sponsorship has been secured towards his education. University fees cost US$642.00 per semester and we have two semesters a year. This is minus rentals, food and other related costs. However, the most important point is that we manage to find the fees. 
      Margaret Mawire
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A level students using new furniture in the new classroom
Workshops 
Our training staff go round Zimbabwe holding workshops, starting mainly with our Methodist Churches, to explain why the Community Based Care Programme was initiated. So far we’ve had two days in Harare and Masvingo and this week we are travelling to Gweru Districts. We went further to take these workshops to Circuit level.

The idea is for people to take the rights of children seriously despite their social, psychological and economical backgrounds. Children in every community should have their rights upheld by that community. That means children should go to school, have access to health services, have clothes, have shelter and need to be safe from all forms of abuse. 

The challenge for this program is we need funding for proper budgeting of these workshops. When people come, normally between 20 to 40 people per workshop, we need to feed them. We find a central venue and sometimes must help with transport fares for those who come from far away. After the first work shop we then go for follow up meetings with the leaders at Circuit or District level.
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The Donga project is facing financial challenges to continue. Some times children are there for a few days and other times they stop due to lack of resources. We are trying to work with the district bishops to find lasting solutions. Sometimes people need to see the project running for a year or two before they take it on.

            Lloyd Kupeta

Garden project
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A big thank you to the friends for the contribution (£5,000) that you made towards Mark Edmonds's project.
Here is the new hothouse with the drip water system in the foreground.
Mark was around for almost two weeks and did a tremendous job on the expansion of the garden. A new 500sqm greenhouse was constructed and a large area was put under the drip system. You may be interested to know that he did the drip irrigation system himself with the help of two MRCH guys, Lovemore and Eddy.  They did a wonderful job and the area now waits for seeding of different vegetables. This will see a major change in the diet of the children and the excess will be for sale.
A bumper crop of cucumbers and tomatoes thanks to last year’s new irrigation system
Drought has once again returned to Zimbabwe but the irrigation system will save MRCH from most of it’s disastrous effects.
Margaret Mawire
The Project went very well
We had to make a couple of changes due to some large boulders in the paddock and also where we planned to locate the hothouse but the new area has better soil. Over 700 metres of pressure pipe and 8.5 kilometres of driphose was laid and there is also a 10m strip of land for 20 plots for the children to be trained to grow food.
Whilst there we employed a plumber to upgrade all the old piping in the piggery which was in a poor state. 
I had a long discussion with the Nurse who agreed that whilst the general health of the children was good they could do with more green vegetables (other than covo) and far more vitamin 'A' veggies like carrot and pumpkin. She has agreed to provide me with an update from time to time and I intend to return to MRCH in the future.   Mark Edmunds
MRCH Big Sunday
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After a month of fundraising activities, all the Harare Circuits, college students and any who are interested, gather here for the commemoration of MRCH month in May. It took place on June 7th and this year the college choir sang and the children sang and recited poems. On the day £4,396.00 was raised from food sales, ribbon sales, t shirt sales as well as general donations but we expect more from other circuits will come in during the next few weeks.  

We had a huge crowd of over a thousand people, some of whom brought lots of donations in kind. 
Sacks of sugar
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A variety of goods
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The main event is the church service with lunch afterwards. A lot of people take time to tour the housing units and there is also a lot of interaction with the children.

It does not cost us a lot to host the event as all the tents are donated, also the food except for drinks and burgers. We actually make a huge profit because support from circuits is amazing; the publicity is awesome and each year the event continues to grow and grow. 
Zvirinane Matore
Friends of Matthew Rusike Children’s Home          Registered charity 1120944


We give mainly  financial support and advice to the Home 


                                                   


                   

















